






















about the author 


The daughter of a village preacher, Jane Austen was born 
in December, 1775, in the county of Hampshire, F.ngland. 
She received her early education at home from her father, 
although she was sent for a brief time to a boarding school 
not far away. During her spare time she enjoyed reading, 
country walks, and good conversation. 

As one of seven children, Jane found most of her enter¬ 
tainment at home. Her earliest writings, in fact, were stories 
and plays she had created for her family’s enjoyment. By 
the time she was twenty she had begun two novels, Pride 
and Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility, Among her other 
works, written later in her life, were Northunger Abbey, 
Mansfield Park , and Emma. 

All of Jane Austen’s novels deal with the manners and 
social life of upper-class Englishmen during the eighteenth 
century. Although there is little adventure in any of them, 
critics say they are among the most interesting works of 
English liction because they present a realistic picture of 
family life at that rime. Frequently ill during her later 
years, Jane Austen died in 1817 at the age of forty-two. 
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Pride and Prejudice 



In England, at the time of our story, marriage was the only 
accepted way of fife for young women without much money, 
This was so even if they were unhappy about it 


The Bennets had five daughters and 
little money. The business of Mrs. 
Benner's fife was to get her daughters 
married. 
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POCKET CLASSICS 


Why, he should 
marry one of 
our girls! You 


I mean Mr. 
Bingley—the 
young man 
who has 
rented nearby 
Netherfield! 


Married 
or single? 


Mr, Bennet, 
wait! Have 
you heard of 
our good 
fortune? 

r\ 


No, 

But 

are 

tel! 


















































































Pride and Prejudice 


I 



Soon Mr. 
Bennet 
called on 
Mr. Bingley. 
A few days 
later, Mr. 
Bing/ey 
visited the 
Bennets. 


Yes, indeed. 
And you will be 
very welcome. 


I hear there is to be a 
dance soon? 


I think he's hand¬ 
some. What a beau 
tlful blue coat! 


And what a hand¬ 
some black horse! 


Mr. Bingley had heard of 
the five beautiful Bennet 
daughters. He did not see 
them, but they saw him , 





















































































/ Mr. Binqley's 
sister, Mrs. 

— Hurst and her 
y husband. And 
j his unmarried 
?;■ sister. How 
J ; nice they took! 


POCKET CLASSICS 


Soon after, Mrs. Bennet talked 
to her friend, Lady Lucas. 


Isn't he going 
to settle down 
at Netherfielcf? 

'""L 

Jk 


Oh, yes, I think 
he went to in¬ 
vite guests for 
our dance! 
Twelve ladies 
and seven men, 

I heard! 


Then the night of 
the dance arrived. 


Who are those 
people? 


And Mr. Darcy. He'seven^ 
< better looking than Mr 
Bingley .. . and much 
richer, they say! 































































Pride and Prejudice 


There were not enough men , 
hut Darcy danced only twice— 
with the Btngfey ladies. 

That's true. 

I won't dance 
with anyone 
here but you 
and your sister. 


And he talked only with his 
friends. 

Y ” 


Come, Darcy, 
you must 
dance! There 


No indeed! 
1 would 


nice 


f Mr. Bingfey soon met everyone and danced every dance. ^ 

He danced with We danced most of 

Elizabeth Bennet. aH with Jane. 
































































POCKET CLASSICS 


You are dancing 
with the only 
beautiful 
the room 


She is the most beautiful 
girl I have ever seen! But I 
want you to meet her sister, 
who is also very pretty. 

*Vn= 


The young lady over there? 

Exactly! 


Not pretty 
enough for 
me! You 
are wasting 
your time! 


You are 
hopeless! 


Hearing what Darcy had said, 
Elizabeth was both angry and 
amused. 






























































Pride and Prejudice 


After the dance , Jane and Elizabeth 
talked about what had happened. 


And hand- 





I was surprised that he 
asked me to dance so 
often? I did not expect 
such a compliment. 


not? 
not 

seeing that 
were five 
prettier 
anyone else! 





And he is very 
nice—even though 
you find everyone 
good and never 
speak badly of 
anyone! 
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POCKET CLASSICS 




The Lucases were neighbors and dose friends of the Bennets. 
Sir William had been knighted after making his money in 
setting. The morning after the dance,.. . 


I suppose you're off 
to the Bennets' house?„ 


Yes, indeed ... to 
talk about the dance! 


Charlotte, the oldest Lucas 
daughter, was Elizabeth 
Bennet's good friend . 

IS 






And after they 
arrived... . 


> 




But he liked 
his second 
choice better! 


You began the 
night well. Char 
lotte. You were 
Mr. Bing ley's ^ 
first choice! 



Oh, you mean Jane! 
Well, he was heard 
calling her the pret¬ 
tiest girl in the room. 
We'll see what comes 
of it. 


Oh, Mother! 
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Pride and Prejudice 


The subject changed to Mr. 
Darcy. 



I never saw such 
a rude man! He 
refused to dance 
with Elizabeth! 



He almost has 



Soon the Bennet Sadies and 
the Bingtey Sadies visited 
each other. And Mr. BingSey 
and Jane met at several 
evening parties. 


Everyone could see that Mr. 
BingSey was falling in love. 
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POCKET CLASSICS 



Welt, who is it 
from? What 
does he say? 


It is from Miss 
Bingley. She asks 
me to dinner to* 
night. The men 
will be away. 


■ One morn- 
|| mg a note 
§ was brought 
}\ to Jane. 


Then you must go-on 
horseback! Your fathei 
needs the coach A 

horses? Lis' 



It's a good plan 
from your point 
of view. I hope 
Jane doesn't 
suffer from it. 


If it storms, and it 
might, they must 
let Jane stay there 
overnight! 
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Pride and Prejudice 


Jane left on horseback. Soon 
after, it rained. 



My plan was 
good I They'll 
have to keep 
her overnight! 


After a stormy night, a servant 
brought a note from Jane. 



Jane is ill with 
a sore throat 
and a headache 
The Bingleys 
want her to 
stay there until 
she is better. 



If your daughter dies 
you will be happy 
knowing that it was 
your plan to chase 


People don't die of 
little colds! I would 
go to see her if I 
could use the coach 


I will go anv 
way, even if 
l must walk 


Mr. Bingley 
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She was brought 
into the break¬ 
fast room. 


You walked 
here? In such 
weather? 


POCKET CLASSICS 


How silty, in After a three-mile walk across the 

all this mud! fields, Elizabeth arrived at Nether- 

You will be That doesn't field, 
so dirty when matter. I 

you get there! want to see 

' Ja ^,_ I am dirty. They'll 

j/ have to understand! 


So early in 
the day? By 
yourself? A worrit 
A about 


Yes, in* 
deed.I 
was 

worried 


-< 


a 


























































Pride and Prejudice 



Elizabeth 
was taken 
up to 
room. 



Dear Jane, I 
must start for 
home. 

-j 


Elizabeth stayed 
with Jane during 
the day. Late in the 
afternoon, she pre¬ 
pared to leave. 


Well, of course ... if that 
is what dear Jane wants. 
you must stay. 


A servant went to 
the Bennet house 
to bring back clothes 
for Elizabeth , Mean¬ 
while, dinner was 
I served. 


I admire your 
sister so muchl 
I hope she'll 
feel better soon! 


You and your 
sisters have 
cared for her 
so kindly! 
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POCKET CLASSICS 




Not at all. But 1 
noticed her very 
pretty eyes! 


Mr. Darcy? 

I am sure 
you noticed 
her dirty 
petticoat? 


When dinner was 
over , Elizabeth 
returned at once 
1 ane's room, 
oon as she 
the ladies 
talk 

about her. 


Well! How rude she is! 
No small talk, no style, 
no taste. „,. 


And the way she 
looked this morning! 
Her petticoat was 
covered with mud. . . 


I thought she looked very \L 
well. And she showed a 
pleasing love for her sister! 

._ l 





It doesn't make her 
less beautiful! 


Jane B en net is a dear, sweet 
girl, I wish she could marry 
someone rich. But with her 
family, there's not a chance. 


Her mother and 
father have no 
money. And her 
uncle is a lawyer! 
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Pride and Prejudice 



Each night 
after Jane 
was asleep, 
Elizabeth 
went down 
to the living 
room just to 
be nice. 


Mr. Bingfey was always 
very concerned. 


She is bet¬ 
ter? I do 
hope so! 


There is 
nothing 
to worry 
about. 



Meanwhile t Darcy 


Never have I been so 
charmed by a woman! 
But her lowly family 
will keep me safe from 
marrying her. £ 


falling in love with Eliza -^ 
bath. f 5 - 



He really finds her 
-retty! f will do 
I can to change 


^Miss Bingiey hoped to 

marry Darcy herself. 
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POCKET CLASSICS 



No, Mama, I am 
quite well. 


At breakfast the next day, Mr. Ben net read a fetter from his cousin, 
William Coffins. According to the law, Mr. Collins would someday 
inherit all of Mr. Bonnet's money. 


in a few days Jane fait much better. On Sunday she wanted to go 
home with Elizabeth. 


How foolish of 
you to come 
home! I hope 
you don't catch 
'cold again! 


glad to 


am 


both 


see 


you 


Mrs. Ben- 
net's sister, 
married to 
Mr. Philips, 
lived nearby 
in Mery ton. 
The girls 
often visited,< 
their aunt. 


The youngest Ben- 
net daughters al¬ 
ways learned the 
news first. 

m 


Soldiers have 
arrived here in 
Mery ton. They 
will stay for 
the winter! 
Isn't that 
exciting? 


We watch 
the officers 
from aunt's 
windows. 
They are 
so hand¬ 
some!. 


This was be 
cause Mr. 
Bennethad 
no sons. 


This is from the man who 
lean put all of you out of 
this house when I am dead! 


That terrible 
man! 
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Pride and Prejudice 




It is a cruel thing! 
Why should he 
write to you? We 
don't even know 
him! 


He is sorry about 
the fight between 
our families. He 

like to meet 
make friends! 


our rar 
would 



He has just become 
a minister and has 
been given a church 
in Kent by Lady 
Catherine de Bourgh. 



"I am sorry if f have hurt your 
daughters," he writes, "and I 
would like to make it up to 
therm." 


He wanted to 
come this after 
noon for a 
visit. I wrote 
him to come! 


I'm glad 
he's sorry 


Well! That 
makes sense! 

T,r\i |f l| 

t - 


I wonder 
what he's like 
He sounds 
very odd. 
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My oldest, 
Jane, is 
likely to 
be engaged 
soon! 


POCKET CLASSICS 


Mr. Coffins arrived 
at four o'clock. He 
was welcomed by 
the whole family. 


I have heard about your 
beautiful daughters, and 
it is true! f am sure you 
will see them married 
in soon! 


You are 
very kind. 

y~ 


At dinner he talked 
much o f his patroness. 
Lady Catherine de 
Bourgh, 


Many people think she's proud, 
but she has been very kind to 
me. Thanks to her, I have a 
good house and money. She 
thinks I should marry soon! 


The next morning. 


lit was my hope to 
marry one of your 
lovely daughters. 
Perhaps this will 
make up for our 
past troubles. 


Then I will 
think about 
Miss Eliza- 


■ 

daughters almost engaged! 







































































Pride and Prejudice 



How handsome II 


Look! Mr. Denny 
and a stranger! 


]|| I he is! If he 
A were a soldier 
he would be 
■\ fust rightU j1 


Soon the two groups 
met 


Sottuers 


Miss Bennet! I 
was just on my 
way to ask about 
your health ! 


That afternoon the 
girls and Mr. Coffins 
walked to Mery ton, 

— 13 * 


I would like you to 
meet Mr. Wickham. 

He is going to be a tr 
soldier! 


As they talked, 
two horsemen 
drew near. i 
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POCKET CLASSICS 




is it? One 
grows pale, 
other red .. 


and Wickham barely 
Then Darcy rode on. 


Did you notice? 
They acted so 



Mr. Wickham in 
his uniform is 
far more hand¬ 
some than the 
irest of them hr?-? 


Which of us 
will he choose? 


7776 next night the 
Philipses gave a party. 
The Bennet girls were 
So were many 
}rmy officers. 



Card tables were set up 
Some of the guests 
pfayed whist. But Mr. 


Well enough! 
I find him 
very rude. 


Were you surprised 
at the way I acted 
when I met Darcy 
yesterday? Do you 
know him well? 


Wickham talked to 
Elizabeth, 
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Pride and Prejudice 



In this 
everyone 


I am surprised! Most 
people like Darcy be¬ 
cause he is rich and 
important. 


We grew up to¬ 
gether, M y f ather 
worked for his. In 
his will, Darcy's 
father left me the 
best church that 
he had, I would 
have become a 
minister. 


But when the job was 
open, Darcy gave it to 
someone else. So I am 
a soldier now. 



How wicked! Why 
would he do such 
a thing? 



Just like her 
brother! When 
she was a child, 
we were friends. 
Now she is fif¬ 
teen or sixteen— 
pretty, important 
and she means 
nothing to me! 


He really dis¬ 
likes me! May¬ 
be it is because 
his father was 
very fond of 
me. 


f wonder 
how Darcy 
and Mr, 
Bingley can 
be good 
friends. 
Bingley is 
so kind! 


What kind of 
girl is his sister? 
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POCKET CLASSICS 



Elizabeth , 


Not at all. 
i lost every 
point! 


The card game ended. Mr, 
Coffins stood next to 


Is your fam¬ 
ily friendly 
with Lady 
Catherine 
de Bour gh? 

fvW 


Not at all! 
She has just 
made my 
cousin the 
minister of 
a church on 
her land. 




I am so sorry 
you lost your 
money!_ 


Please don't 
worry! Thanks 
to Lady Cath¬ 
erine de Bourgh, 
five shillings 
i-£ ft isn't much money 

r mat 


She is Mr. Darcy's 
aunt! Her daughter 
will be very rich, 
and she just might 
marry Darcy. 


That will 
not make 
Miss 8ing- 
ley happy! 
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Pride and Prejudice 



The party was over and the guests went home. The next day, the 
Sennets had visitors. / 3 -1- 


The date for our 
party at Nether- 
field is next 
T uesday! 


cind of 
to invite 


vnear __ 

the officers 
! be 



On the night of the party , Eliza¬ 
beth wanted to dance with Wick 
ham. But Co!fins walked up first. 


Come, my 
dear cousin! 

I must have 
the first two 
dances! 


But I .. . well 
.. . of course, 
thank you. A 



Where is that 
wonderful Mr. 
Wickham tonight? 


He is away on business 
Perhaps his business 
would not have kept 
him away if a certain 
man were not here! 
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POCKET CLASSICS 


Elizabeth could see that Mr. Collins was looking at her. And the 
next day .... 



I am sure that 
Lizzy will be 
very happy. 
Come, Kitty, 

I want you 
upstairs! fZ 


I hope you will give 
your consent when 
I ask your daughter 
to marry me. z 


No, don't 
go, please! 



But Mrs. Bennet and 
Kitty hurried away , 


Almost as soon as I 
entered the house I 
wanted to marry 
you. But first I will 
give you my reasons, 



Every minister 
should be married. 



It is the wish of 
my patroness. 
Lady Catherine 
de Bourghy^S 




And since 1 will in¬ 
herit your father's 
money, I want to 
choose my wife from 
among his daughters. 


He talked 
on and on. 
At fast 
Elizabeth 
was able 
to speak. 


ftfU/ch 



Wait! Thank 
you for asking 
me to marry 
you. But I 
cannot accept! 


^Qh, yes, I 
know that 
young ladies 
feel they 
must refuse 
at least once 
or twice! I 
ja will ask again 
,-<^|soon. 


I 
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Pride and Prejudice 



And what 
can I do 
about it? 


I cannot marry 
you, now or 
ever! I don't 
love you) 

—r 


I am sure 
that when 
your parents 
agree to our 
^marriage, 
i you will 
accept! 


Elizabeth left the room. Later, 
Mrs. ffennet talked to her 
husband. 


J -^ 


Mr, Bennet, you 
must come and 
make Lizzy marry 
Mr. Collins! She 
vows she will 
not accept him! 


Speak to her! Tell 
her that she must 
marry him! Or J 
wift never talk to 
her again! 



111 try. Send for 
Elizabeth. 



Elizabeth, you have 
a hard choice. Your 
mother will never 
talk to you again un 
less you marry Mr, 
Collins. And I will 
never talk to you 
again if you do\ 


Elizabeth came to 
the reading room. 


At 

llSEa 

ui 
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POCKET CLASSICS 



Mrs. Bennet 
was upset 
with Mr. 
Bennetand 
Elizabeth. 
When Char¬ 
lotte Lucas 
came to visit, 
she heard all 
about it. 



So you've 
heard the 
news! Please 
tell Lizzy to 
change her 
mind. Nobody 


She always wants to have 
her own way ! But if you 
refuse every offer and 
never qet a husband, who 
will take care of you when 
your father is dead? 



























































































Pride and Prejudice 



Then Mr. Collins 
himself entered. 


Now I want all of 
you to be quiet and 
let Mr. Collins and 
me have a talk. 



Oh, Mr. 
Collins! 


The way your daugh¬ 
ter acts has made me 
wish to take back my 
offer of marriage. 



After talking to Mrs. Ben net, 
he turned to Charlotte. 


My dear Miss 
Lucas, how is 
vour health? And 
ur father 
t mother well? 
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POCKET CLASSICS 




That afternoon 
a Setter came 
When 
: liza- 
tone , 

sne opened it. 


It is from Caroline Bingley. £ Perhaps she 
The Bingleys and the Darcys j doesn't want 
have returned to London, J her brother to 
and she says they don't want^ return. He may 
to come back! ^ not feel 




they 
v see much 
ot uarcy's sister, 
Georgians, this 
winter. 



Caroline says she is 
beautiful, and that 
Charles thinks she 
is wonderful. 



Their family wants 
and expects them 
to be engaged. 




That's silly! She 
sees that Charles 
is in love with 
you. We are not 
rich enough or 
important enough 
for her\ s: 


I believe she 
knows my feel- 
Charles 


ung 

...ire is 
jt. for us. 
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Pride and Prejudice 



She wants Miss Darcy for 
her brother, and Darcy 
for herself! But I don't 
think that she can make 
Charles marry Miss Darcy 
instead of you! **6*8$^ 


I don't believe 
Caroline would 
lie to me. 


I am sure that Charles 
will return to you, 
dear sister! 


But Elizabeth was wrong, ft would be 
many months before Bingfey returned. 


If I can talk with 
Miss Lucas alone, 
. 1 will ask her to 

N marry me! 




* 11 ■ iv 

The next 


B 

morning Mr. 

gj| 

£ 

Colitns hur¬ 
ried to Lucas 



Lodge. 


5 



Charlotte saw him 
coming. 


It's Mr, Collins! 
I must hurry 
out and meet 
him* 
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POCKET CLASSICS 



In a short time they were 
making plans. 


My dear Miss 
Charlotte, name 
the day that 
will make me a 
happy man! 


Let u$ 
talk with 
my parents. 


The next day Mr. Coffins left 
for home. Charlotte, who was 
very friendly with Elizabeth, 
went to tell her the news. 



You? Engaged 
to Mr. Collins? 
My dear Char¬ 
lotte, impossible! 


Did you think- 
he wouldn't 
marry anyone 
>4 else because 
he didn't 
get you? 




I am twenty-seven 
years old. I don't 
care about love. 
All I ask for is a 
nice home. 
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Pride and Prejudice 



Mrs. Bennet was 
very upset when 
she heard the news 
about Charlotte.^. 


To think that I must 
live to see the day 


Cheer up, my 
dear. Perhaps 
/ may be the 
last to die. 


when Charlotte Lucas 
will own my home! ^ 



/t would be a 
week before 
Mrs. Bennet 
could see Eliza¬ 
beth without 
getting angry. 
And it would 
be a month be¬ 
fore she could 
speak to the 
Lucases with¬ 
out being rude. 


It was lucky 
that Mrs. Ben- 
net's brother 
and his wife , 
the Gardi¬ 
ners, came 
to spend 
Christmas 
with her. 
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But doesn't Jane still 
write letters to Caro¬ 
line Bingley? She will 
tell him that Jane is 
there. 


I don't think so 


POCKET CLASSICS 


Don't worry! 
Mr. Darcy 
would never 
allow him 


She would not 
have to see 
young Bingley 
unless he came 


Mrs. Gardi¬ 
ner and the 
two girls 
were good 
friends. So 
the oider 
woman spoke 
to Elizabeth . 


I am sorry for 
Jane. Would 
she come to 
London with 
us for a visit? 




















































Pride and Prejudice 



Many dances 
took place while 
the Gardiners 
were visiting^-. 


Who is the young man 
giving so much atten-, 
tion to Elizabeth? M 


That’s Mr. Wickham! 
Isn't he handsome? 





lis; 

Q 

7 a 

n 

11 ^! 

Jr 



After the dance, Mrs. Gardiner 
spoke to Lizzy. 


My dear, Wickham 
very handsome, 
he doesn't 
money! 
e 

that! 


For what? 
To fall in 
love with 


a young 
man too 
poor to 
marry me? 

r 



I know it would not be wise 
But he is one of the nicest 
men I know. 


39 





















































Wickham is going 
out with Miss King 
She has lust inheri¬ 
ted some money! 


Not tong 
afterward , 
Jane went to 
London with 
the Gardiners. 
The Collins- 
Lucas wed¬ 
ding day 
drew near. 
Charlotte 
paid a fare- 
weft visit 
to her friend 
Elizabeth, 


1 expect to 
hear from 
you often, 
Elizabeth. 


My father and Marta are coming 
to visit in March. Please come 
with them! I'd love to 


POCKET CLASSICS 

But soon Wickham was think¬ 
ing o f someone else. 


But Miss 
King is ugly\ 


I hear she is a very 
nice girl. And hand¬ 
some young men 
must have some¬ 
thing to live on as 
well as plain ones! 


I never 
cared for 
him any- 
















































































Pride and Prejudice 



1 After two 
months , 
went with 
Lucases fora visit 
to Charlotte's new 
I home. 


Yes, there 
they are! 
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POCKET CLASSICS 



First the guests 1 
were welcomed. . 
Then Charlotte 
took them to 
see all the rooms 
of the house and 
the land around it. 


There is Rosings, 
Lady Catherine 
de Bourgh's 
country home. 
Isn't it beautiful! 


I am sure she will 
invite you and 
Maria to many 
events while 
you are here. 


You will see Lady 
de Bourgh on Sun¬ 
day at church. Miss 
Elizabeth, 


She is very nice to 
us. We eat at Ros¬ 
ings twice a week, 
and she always has 
her coach bring us 
home! 



Quick! Hurry dowi 
to the dining room 
There is something* 
I want you to see? 

ii'Sjl 


I *--- ■■ 1 rM 

The next day 
Elizabeth heard 
a great deaf of 
talking. 












































































Pride and Prejudice 



The girls looked through 
the dining room window. 



She looks 
sickly and 
mean. She will 
make a good 
wife for Mr. 
Darcy! 


The old lady 
is Mrs. Jenk- 
inson, who 
lives with 
them. 


The ladies drove on. Mr. Cof¬ 
fins explained thetrevisit. 




How very lucky 
for you! Lady 
Catherine has 
invited our 
whole group to 
dine with her . 
tomorrow! 



The dinner was 
as good as Mr. 
Coffins had 
promised. Lady 
Catherine did 
most of the 
talking. 


What? Four sisters at home, and 
no governess? if I had known 
your mother, I would have told 
her to hire one! 
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POCKET CLASSICS 




Soon Sir Wil¬ 
liam went home, 
leaving Maria 
Elizabeth 
a longer 
iit. And there 
were visitors at 
Rosings too. 


Lady Catherine's 
nephews are visiting 
her—Mr. Darcy and 
Colonel Fitzwilliam. 


Yes, 

indeed! 


The girls were asked 
to come to Rosings. 
Colonel Fitzwilliam 

H liked Elizabeth very 
much. 


What are you saying 
to Miss Bennet, Fit*- 
william? Let me 
hear it! 


We are talking 
about music. 
Miss Bennet 
will play the 
piano for me. 
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From then on, FitzwiUiam 
and Darcy often visited the 
Collins' home. 

I can't understand 
it! Colonel Fitz- 
william laughs and 
talks and enjoys 
himself. But why 
does Darcy come? 


He only sits and 
stares—and mostly 
at you r Elizabeth! 

I almost believe 
he's in love with 
you? 


No chance 
of that! We 
don't agree 
about any¬ 
thing! 

v~ 


Yet one day, 
Darcy came 
to see Eliza¬ 
beth when 
she was 
alone. 


I have fought 
my feelings, 
but I can't get 
rid of them. I 
must tell you 
how much I 
love you! 


You are not the vife I would 
have chosen. We are not suited 
for each other—but my feelings 
for you are so strong that I 
hope you wii! marry me. 


You have not said 
one nice thing 
about me. Why 
don't you forget 
the whole 
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Elizabeth was too surprised and 
upset to think of anything else. 
And when she got up the next 
morning , she was still upset 


Wickham is poor. 
He's had problems, 
and it's ail because 
of you! 

TY 


So that is 
what you 
think. Thank! 
you for ex¬ 
plaining it to 


me! 










jl 


She went out r hoping a walk 
would calm her feelings. Out- 
side, she saw Darcy again . 


I have been waiting for you. 


9 

Wilt you read this letter? 


I have every reason to 
think badly of you! 
Would 1 accept the 
man who has spoiled 
the happiness of my 
dear sister? Can you 


No! And 
I am sorry 
about it. 
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Handing it to her , Darcy 
quickly walked away . 


“Do not be afraid— 

I will not repeat the 
things I said yester¬ 
day, but I had to 
write this letter. 
After reading it, you 
may understand 
things a little better. 


It is true that I joined 
Bingley's sisters in 
trying to make him 
forget Jane. 


1/ 



I told Bingley 
that Jane didn't 
Sove him. And 


from what I can 
see, I don't think 
she does." 





ue—I told 

L at she 

feelings 

too weif\ 

- ^ 



"As for Wickham 
I can only tell 
of the way 
fooled 
and 

treated 
and me. 


knows the 








|| 
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Then last summer, Wickham 
made plans with the lady who 
took care of Darcy's fifteen- 
year-old sister. He won 
Georgiana's love and asked 
her to run away with him. His 
reason for this was her money! 


Wickham did not want 
to become a minister. 
So Darcy gave him a 
great deal of money 
to study law. Instead, \ 
Wickham wasted it. 
Can this be true? J A 


"At the last moment, she | 
decided not to go through 
with it. Georgiana told me 
everything. Wickham 
quickly left the town. We 
didn't see him for a long 
time after that." 



j I knew nothing about 
j Wickham except that 
A he said nice things to 
ff me. Darcy hurt my 
[ feelings. So I didn’t 
igsJ like Darcy, and 1 be- 
pYjlieved everything Wick 
ham said! 


For two hours , 
Elizabeth walked. 
She could not 
believe it all. But 
still.. . . 
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At fast Eliza¬ 
beth returned 
to the house . 


Darcy and Fitz- 
william called to 
say goodbye. 
They leave to- 




Then the time came 
for Elizabeth and 
Maria to leave. Jane 
joined them in Lon¬ 
don, and together 
they went home. 


Once again the family was 
together. 


Bad news! The soldiers are leav¬ 
ing Meryton in two weeks! But 
there's good news too—about 
a person we all like* 





Mary King has 
moved to her 
uncle's house 
in Liverpool— 

“ liP= - IQ 

saTe Trom mar- 
rying her! 
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Finally Elizabeth was alone 
, with Jane and was able to 
share her secrets. 

You don't blame 
me for not mar¬ 
rying Darcy? 

Oh, nol But 

1 am sorry 
that he is 
unhappy. 




Then Elizabeth told Jane about 

Darcy's fetter. But she didn't 
say anything about Bingley. 


You see, I was 
wrong. But should 
we try to tell people 
what Wickham is 
really like? 


Since he 
will leave 
with the 
soldiers in 
only two 
weeks, I 
wouldn't say 
^anything! 



Lydia and 
Kitty were 
broken¬ 
hearted that 
the soldiers 
were moving 
to Brighton. 




Then Lydia received a note. 


Mrs. Forster, the 
colonel's wife, 
invites me to go 
to Brighton with 
her! Oh, 1 am so 
happy! 

y 


What fun 
you will 
have! 


Why didn't 
Mrs. Forster 
ask me? I'm 
older than 
.you are! 



The soldiers left , 
and Lydia went 
with the Forsters. 
Soon after , Eliza¬ 
beth went with 
the Gardiners on 
a trip. 


r^: 


Derbyshire is 


It is only a few 
mites from 
Pemberley, 
Darcy's home. 
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We must 90 to see 
Pemberley! It's a 
fine house, and 
! the land around 
it is so b e autiful! 


I Elizabeth was upset. Suppose 
they met Darcy? What would 
\he think? 



But at the inn she 
found out that the 
Darcys were away. 
So the next morn¬ 
ing they went to 
Pemberley. 


What a beautiful 
place! 


A housekeeper showed them through 
the main rooms. 


That's Mr. Darcy. 
I've known him 
since he was four 
years old, and 
he's always been 
very good to me! 


Any one of his ser 
vants will say the 
same! 
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Bingley, his sisters, and 
my sister Georgians will 
arrive here tomorrow. 
May I bring her to meet 
you during your stay? 


The time 
had come 
to leave. 
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A gardener 
was about to 
show them 
the grounds 
when sud¬ 
denly. 


Mr. 
thought 
were not 


I just arrived, 
I rode ahead 
of everyone 


May I meet 
your friends? 


Soon Darcy was showing them 
through the beautiful grounds. 


T 


If you area fisher¬ 
man, please fish 
here whenever 


nT _ » i 
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As they 
drove home, 
Elizabeth 
didn't know 

whar tn 
thir 
did 

mean? Darcy 
was like a 
different 
manI 


Please meet my 
sister, Georgiana 

1 / - 


The 


How do 
you do I 


next 


day\ Darcy 
arrived. 


tV .HL 

Elizabeth soon knew that Georgiana 
was not proud, but onfy very shy! 



Soon after that , 
Bing fey arrived. 


i j Miss Elizabeth! It 
has been more than 
j eight months since 
anv of 


t*..,giey had counted the months 
since he fast saw Jane , maybe he 
stiff loved her! 




The visitors 
were asked to 
dine at Pern- 
berfey the next 
evening. And 
Elizabeth 
thought of 
Darcy most of 
the night 




wnatu 


I thought he would be 
my enemy. But it seems 
he has forgiven me for 
saying all of those 
mean things. 
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Won't you come 
for a walk? ^-4 


POCKET CLASSICS 

The next morning ... f 


No, here s a letter 
from Jane. I want 
to read the news 
from hornet 


Elizabeth grew upset as 
she reed 


It can't be truelL. 
What shall I dol~^ 


Then Darcy entered the room. 


0h r my! 
What i$ 
the matter? 


Excuse me. f 
must find my 
uncle at oncel 


The servant will find 
him. Let me get you 
a glass of wine! 


No, i am all right. 
I've just read a 
letter from Jane 
with terrible news 
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1 am so 
sorry. Are 
you sure 
about this? 


Oh, yes! They left 
Brighton together 
secretly on Sunday 
night. They've been 
^traced almost to 
y London. My father 
has gone there, and 
Jane asks for my 
uncle's help. 

/ 


We will 
start for 
home at 


I wish I could 
help! I will tell 
my sister you've 
been called away, 
but I won't tell 


My youngest sister, Lydia, has run 
away with Wickham! You know him! 
She has no money to make him want 
to marry her! 


/ might have stopped it if I 
had told my family what I 
knew about him! 
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The Gardiners 
returned to the 
house. The suit¬ 
cases were 
pecked quickly. 
Soon they 
were on their 
way home. 


arn mar ^ Jane says Wickham's 

ISnSS SJS&Sr 

Wickham would be ^h^H^ran^.- avTc ^ 
so cruel to Lydial 

s*~2sr JTl —targe amounts of money 

from gambling! 


By the next 
day, Elizabeth 
and the Gar - 
diners were in 
Longbourn. 

FT 


Is there 
any news, 
Jane? 


No. Father is in 
London and will 
not write again 
until there is news. 


t will join 
him there 
tomorrow: 


The next day Mr. 
Gardiner left for 
London. Two days 
fa ter , a fetter 
came from him. 


They've been everywhere!] 
There is not one sign of 

□ 


My poor 
Lydia! A 

' Lydia. Mr. Gardiner wilt 


- V -1 

send your father home 
and will carry on the 

Jby 


search himself. 



. '* .*1 1 ; 




































































"They are not married, but 
they soon will be if you will 
give Lydia her equal share of 
your daughters' money. Wick 
ham is better off than we 
thought." 


Mr. Bennet returned home. 
Soon after, a fetter arrived. 


I hardly know 
yet myself, but 
they are found I 
Please read it 
aloud. yii 


Oh, thank 
goodness! 


"Lydia comes to stay 
with us today. She will 
be married in this house, 
if you agree/' 


You're right! Wick- The money 
ham would never be owes will 
marry Lydia for be paid but 
the small amount be couldn t 
that is coming marry her 
to her. t°r Jess than 

“—- 1 10,000 

I pounds! 


You will agree? 
They ask only 
for the money 
Lydia is sup- 
posed to have! 


Yes, of course. 
But how much 
did your uncle 


spend to make 
this happen? 
How will I 
^VWiever repay 

^Tihim? 





1 . 

: 

Lj 

L 


































































































Darcy? 
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The wedding took place 
at the Gardiners' home. 
Then the happy couple 
traveled to Longbourn. 


Dear Lydia! Mar¬ 

ried at sixteen—and 
to this nice Mr. 
Wickham! 


My sisters must 
wish they were 


place! 


n 


my 


After listening to Lydia , Eliza¬ 
beth kept her thoughts to her¬ 
self. 

I've come to love 
Darcy more than 
any man in the 
world. But he 
would never hav> 

Wickham as a 
brother-in-law 
; I must give up 
hope! 


On the day of the 
wedding ! was so 
worried. My uncle 
was to give me 
away, but he was 
called out on busi¬ 
ness at the last 
minute! 


He. came back in time. 
But Mr. Darcy would 
have done just as welt. 
He was with Wickham, 















































What was Darcy 
s doing there? He 
$ has nothing to 
" do with our 
family. You 
must tell me!., 


Then don't 
say another 
word about 
it! 

M— = 4 & 


I forgot! Darcy 
was a secret! 
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Later, Elizabeth wrote to her 
aunt. 


Soon Lydia and Wickham 
left for the army post And 
other visitors arrived. 


Quickly an answer came. 

My aunt writes 
that it was Darcy 
who went to Lon¬ 
don, found Wick¬ 
ham and Lydia, 

R aid what Wick- 
am owed, and 
showed him it 
was best to 
marry Lydia! 


"He blamed 
himself that 
the real Wick¬ 
ham was not 
better known. 

/ think he had 

reason." 
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Bingiey and Darcy came in. 
Soon Bingiey was seated next 
to Jane. 


Bingiey visited often after that. 
Soon Elizabeth knew how he 
feit about Jane. 


We are going to 
be married! I 
am so happy! 


Oh! Ex¬ 
cuse me! 


I know you 11 
agree that Jane's 
the most won¬ 
derful girt in 
the world! 


A few days iater, a coach 
stopped at the Bennets' house. 


This is not just 
a friendly visit! 
I've come about 
a terrible report 
I've heard! 


I've heard you 
are to marry 
my nephew, 
Mr. Darcy! 
That's impos¬ 
sible! / want 
him to marry 
my daughter! 


If that is your 
only reason fo 
not wanting Li! 
together—it is 
not enough to 
keep me from 
accepting him. 
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Later that 
day . ,. 


We owe everything 
to Lady Catherine. 
When she told me 
you wouldn't pro¬ 
mise not to marry 
me, it gave me 
hope again! 


So the day came 
when a happy 
Mrs. Bennet saw 
her two oldest 
daughters married 
to the right men. 


Georgiana loved her new sister-in-law 
dearly. Jane and Bingley moved to a 
country home near Pemberiey. Only 
Lady Catherine was angry, and even 
she finally gave in and made friends! 


Lady Catherine drove away angrily. 
Soon after, Darcy appeared. 


My feelings to¬ 
ward you have 
not changed 
since last April. 
May I hope 
that yours to¬ 
ward me have 
changed? 


You must not 
become en- 


I will make no 
such promise! 
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